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Legal Regulation of Cosmetic Plastic Surgeries
comparative study in the Saudi Law, Islamic Figh, and French law

Mohammad Ben Ahmad Albdeirat

Private Law Department, College of Law and Political Science, King Saud
University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

E-mail: malbdeirat@ksu.edu.sa

Abstract:

The rapid rate of recent technological and medical advancement helped
transform beauty into a huge industry. Furthermore, media and social
media have effectively and directly contributed to the spread of beauty
culture. For most people, beauty became a key feature in this era and
closely linked to modernization; which resulted in the emergence of
international destinations of choice for cosmetic surgery and cosmetic
surgery channels. In the last few decades, beauty competitions were held
and modern beauty standards were set. As a result, cosmetic surgeries
became part of the business sector, while other human aspects — such as
morals, manners and thought - retreated to become second in place after
beauty, due to its great importance currently.

This study, which is titled “Legal Regulation of Cosmetic Plastic
Surgeries”, stems from the urgent need to draft legal rules for cosmetic
plastic surgeries to end the current chaos this sector witnesses, the
predominance of the commercial nature on its practice, and its subjection
to the regulations of therapeutic surgeries - despite the fundamental
difference between them. There is a major difference between surgery
performed on a sick organ with the intent to treat it, and surgery
performed on a healthy organ with the intention of improving its
appearance. In addition, there 1is 1mpulsive confusion between
permissible cosmetic surgeries and illegal cosmetic surgeries. Therefore,
this study aimed at examining the nature of cosmetic surgeries and
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foreign and Arab laws’ position on them. Moreover, the study
highlighted the reality of cosmetic surgeries in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, in terms of Islamic Shariah’s opinion of their legitimacy, the
controls of performing cosmetic surgeries, and the rules governing them.

Keywords: Plastic Surgery- Reconstructive Surgery- Cosmetic Plastic
Surgeries.
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Research (HSR); Brussels: Belgian Health Care Knowledge Centre (KCE);
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